
At a crucial time for millions of European
citizens, the Commission's vaccination
strategy is more and more confusing. 

The issue has now taken on geopolitical
connotations, as shown by the friction
over Sputnik and AstraZeneca.  

On the one hand the ambitions of
countries such as China and Russia, and
on the other the ambivalent attitude of
the EU, which excludes the validity of
alternative solutions regardless, with the
risk that the delay in the 
assessment procedures by 
the EMA will result in 
further damage to the 
vaccination campaign and 
an obstacle to the recovery 
of our countries. 

In a similar context, it is also 
impossible to avoid comparing the
progress of the European vaccine
strategy with that of the United Kingdom,
which is perhaps demonstrating once
again that leaving the EU has been a
strength rather than an obstacle.

Lastly, it is surprising to note that in the
general chaos, among the priorities on
the Commission's agenda, there is still
the desire to establish a dialogue with
Turkey on the eastern Mediterranean
front, following a path that has so far led
to very few results. 

Perhaps Brussels should leave utopias
aside for once, giving priority to actions
that can return the Continent to
normality.
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When it comes to political and regional
complexity, Montenegro, Serbia, the
Republic of North Macedonia and
Albania - part of the Western Balkans
bloc - within the European Union are in a
league of their own: the considerable
disparities of viewpoints among Member
States have become one of the bloc’s
enlargement conditionality. 

Moreover, the COVID-19 crisis has
emphasized Western Balkans countries’
pre-existing vulnerabilities and
contributed to raise new concerns about
the increasing influence from foreign
actors. 

The texts that will be voted 
during this plenary session 
explicitly demonstrate once 
more that the path of European 
integration and the future 
accession to the EU of the Western
Balkans bloc are very complex issues
and that overall, we are currently facing
a stalemate. 

The European Union needs to further
acknowledge that we are dealing with a
heterogenous block of countries - even
with respect to the state of negotiations
of each of them - thus, if it is to succeed
in its efforts to strengthen its
relationship with states in the region, its
enlargement policy will need to address
and consider many challenges.

Let us also keep in mind the pernicious
part that Turkey is playing in its foreign
policy, by using its power of economic,
cultural and religious persuasion to
influence the media, the public sphere
and the political situation in the Western
Balkans. 

We cannot turn our backs on the risks of
growing Turkish expansionism in the
Western Balkans, which could contribute
to further destabilize the region.
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